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THE ECONOMIC TIMES | MUMBAIL | MONDAY

30 DECEMBER 2024

AIRPORT TO BE INAUGURATED ON APRIL 17

Flight Ops from Navi Mumbai
Int’l Airport May Start in May

VALIDATION FLIGHT IindiGo aircraft lands at Navi Mumbal Int’l Airport on Sunday

Our Bureau

Mumbai: Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (NMIA) will be in-
augurated on April 17, with do
y mesticflightsstarting in late May
and international operations
| commencing in July, Arun Ban-
sal, CEQ of Adani Airport Hol
8 dings, said on Sunday,
Initially, the airport will have a
§ capacity to handle 8-10 million
passengers a year, which will ex

| pand to 20 million by December

2025, he told reporters after an In-
diGo A320 validation flight lan-

® ©@cidco_Ltd

© @cidco_Ltd

dedat NMIA at1:32PM. Theflight,
without passengers, was part of
the aerodrome certification pro-
cess, assessing safety, landing
and take-off operations.

“The first validation flight happe-
ned today (December 29). We now
need to get a formal aerodrome i
cence from the DGCA," Bansal said.
Theairport plans to apply for the ae-
rodrome permit in February. Follo-
wing the April inauguration, a fow-
week security and procedural revi-
ew will be conducted. “This is why
we are looking at the second half of
May 2025 for domestic operations,”

3 i Noida

© e@cibco Ltd. c

NITIN SONAWANE

airport, too, is set to be inaugurated
on April17.

The validation flight will allow
NMIA's procedures to be included

in the global Electronic Aeronau- [

tical Information Publication
(eAIP). The airport has success-
fully calibrated its instrument
landing system (ILS) and preci-
sion approach path indicator (PA-
PI), ensuring safe operations du-
ring low visibility NMIA will be
the second airport serving the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
(MMR), complementing the exis-
ting Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Internatic Airport (CSMIA).

“

idco.maharashtra.gov.in
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mid-day Monday, December 30, 2024 | Mumbai

Historic first landing
at Navi Mumbai airport

IndiGo Airbus
A320 touches
down on RW26,

i marking a key
milestone ahead
of the airport’s
opening in 2025

PRASUN CHOUDHAR!

prasun.chowdhari@mid-day.com

THE Navi Mumbai Internation-
al Airport (NMIA) witnessed its
mostanticipated first commer-
clal landing on the southern
runway (RW2e) with an IndiGo
airline Airbus A320 aircraft on
Sunday. “We conducted the
commercial landing to ensure
that we are ready to land and
take off aircraft from the run-
way and make the airport op-
erational by the stipulated date
of completion,” said Alrport Au-
! thority of India (AAl) officials,
The official also disclosed,
“The test was conducted by
2 us (AAT) in coordination with
e Alr Traffic Controllers (ATC),
NMAL CIDCO”

The IndiGo A320 depared
from Mumbai Afrport at 1223
pm and landed NMIA around
2,00 pm. On board were DGCA
officials and the IndiGo crew.
The pilots performed at least

The Alrbus A320 alrcraft at Navi Mumbal International Alrport, PIC/NIMESH DAVE

three go-arounds (landing
abort procedures) before suc-
cessfully landing the aircraft
on the runway.

The aircraft received a tra-
ditional water salute from
two Crash Fire Tenders (CFT).
Senior representatives from
DGCA, AAlL Customs, Immi-
gration, Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF), CIDCO,
IMD, Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS), and Adani
Airport Heldings Ltd (AAHL)
were present among the many
gathered to witness this mile-
stone. A bystander said, "This

‘We conducted the com
mercial landing te
that we are ready to land

and take off aircraft from
the runway and make the
airport operational by the
stipulated date of comple
tion' The AAl officials

nsure

is a historic occasion. We are
lucky enough to witness this
landing. We hope that the air-
port hecomes operational soon
sothat the people residing here
do not have to travel all the way
to Mumbai to catch a flight”

Another AAl official told
mid-day, “Once the com-
mercial operations start here
(MNMAI, the air wraffic conges-
tion at Mumbai airport will be
relieved. This is a big relief for
Mumbai airport and even for
the airlines, as the reduction in
air traffic congestion will also
mean improved on-time per-
formance, which will benefit
the passengers.”

This development came a
fortnight after AAl had suc-
cessfully conducted Precision
Approach Path Indicator (PAPD)
validation at the airport. On
December 12, AAl conducted
PAPI system validation, which
is crucial for guiding pilots

during landing, The system
was validated by AAl's Flight
Inspection Unit (FILT).

"This system uses a series
of lights perpendicular to the
runway, emitting red and white
signals to help pilots maintain
the correct glide path, which is
essential to bring the aircraft to
the runway threshold for land-
ing. The validation process Is
essential for pilot safety and in-
volves trials and analysis under
both day and night conditions”
said sources from AAl FIU

Previously, on October 11, B

an Indian Air Force (LAF) C295

aircraft successfully conducted
the firse test landing at NMAL
This was followed by a fly-
past of the [AF Sukhoi SU30,
which included a two-round
left-hand circult pattern sortie
{two rounds in an anticlock
wise direction over the airport),
afterwhich the Sukhol SU30 re
turned to Pune Air Force Base.

.
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Mumbai, Monday, December 30, 2024

NAVI MUMBALI
GETS WINGS

Ajay Awtaney

NAVI MUMBAI

The wuchdown of the first
commercial flight at the Navi
Mumbai International Airport
(NMIA) on Sunday marks a pi-
votal moment for the
Mumbai Metropoli-

tan Region (MMR).

This achievement,
following a success-

ful validation flight,
represents a  key
milestone toward the
airport’s full-scale oper-
ation, slated for inauguration
on April 17, 2025.

Developed at a cost of Rs
18,000 crore, the new airportis
set to significantly alleviate
congestion at the already over-
crowded Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
(CSMIA), which has been oper-
ating at full capacity, handling
52.8 million passengers this fis-
cal vear alone.

NMIA is poised to play a

O @mdco Ltd

© @cidco_Ltd

eritical role in boosting re-
gional connectivity and econ-
omic growth, easing the
pressure on the city's sole in-
ternational  gateway while
strengthening Mumbai’s posi-
tion as a global hub.
Vijay Singhal, Manag-
ing
CIDCO, emphasized

the importance of

this milestone, stat-

ing, “The successful

landing of a com-

mercial flight today not

only underseores the read-

iness of NMIA's infrastructure

but also marks a major step to-

ward operationalization. This

airportis not just a transporta-

tion hub; its a key enabler for
the region's growth.”

As a public-private partner-
ship between Adani Airports
Holdings Limited and CIDCO,
NMIA promises to bea catalyst
for the local economy,

} Contdon | nation

Director  of

© @cIDCO Ltd.

Navi Mumbai...

The airport is expected to create thousands of jobs
and stimulate substantial growth in surrounding
areas like Panvel and Kharghar, driving real estate
development and infrastructure projects.

The first commercial flight, an IndiGo A320,
showeased the airport's preparedness for oper-
ations, The successful flight test has brought the
airport one step closer to securing its aerodrome
permit, expected by February 6, 2025. Domestic
operalions are anticipated o commence in May
2025,

The first phase of NMIA's Terminal 1, capable of
handling 20 million passengers annually, is near-
ing completion. Expansion will continue with
Terminal 2, slated for construction from July 2025,
which will add capaeity for an additional 30 mil-
lion passengers. By 2026, the airport is expected to
accommodate 50 million passengers annually,
with the full network of four terminals ultimately
handling up to 90 million passengers per year.

This new airport is a crucial addition to the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region, where passenger
traffic currently stands at 65 million. The addition
of NMIA will allow the region to meet rising
demand, offering a seamless travel experience for
passengers who might otherwise need to travel to
other airports.

Beyond passenger services, NMIA will boast
two parallel runways, parking for 350 aircraft, and
a cargo terminal capable of handling 2.6 million
tonnes of goods annually. The airport’s catchment
area spans Navi Mumbai, Raigad, and Pune, with
plans to connect the two major airports in the

region via road, rail, and metro systems, ensuring S8

a seamless travel experience for passengers.

As the countdown to its full operational launch
begins, NMIA is set to reshape the future of air
travel and economic development in the MMR,
ushering in a new era of connectivity for the

region.

cidco.maharashtra.gov.in
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