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MUMBAI
TUESDAY
JUNE 03, 2025

Saurabha Kulshreshtha
himumbai hindustantimes.com

MUMBALI: In a step towards
enhancing connectivity to the
' upcoming Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport, the City and
Industrial Development Cor-
| peration (CIDCO) and the
i Maharashtra ports depart-
ment on Monday discussed
plans to launch a water taxi
service from South Mumbai.

The service, which will
operate from the soon-to-be-
developed jetty at Radio Club
in Colaba, is expected to ferry
passengers to the airport in
approximately 40 minutes.
Electric water taxis will be
used for the route, offering a
faster and more sustainable
travel option.

Currently, travellers driving
from South Mumbai to the air-
port site via the Mumbai
Trans Harbour Link (MTHL)
can expect a journey of about
60 to 75 minutes, depending
on traffic conditions. The
water taxi could therefore
save up to 30 plus minutes of
travel time, along with reduc-
ing road congestion and fuel
consumption.

The proposal follows chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis's

Hindustan Times

directive during a review
meeting on April 24, where he
emphasised the need for mul-
ti-modal transport connectiv-
ity to the Navi Mumbai air-
port. He directed that the new
airport should be linked by
road, rail. metro, and water
transport to ensure seamless
access.

At Monday's meeting,
CIDCO’s managing director
Vijay Singhal presented the
proposal to Ports Minister
Nitesh Rane. The Maharashtra
Maritime Board (MMB), which
falls under the ports depart-
ment, will facilitate the con-
struction of a jetty adjacent to
the airport to enable direct
waler access.

Rane directed officials 1o
prepare a formal proposal for
the construction of the jetty
and terminal, and to initiate
the approval process with the
airport authorities,

“The water taxi service will
not only enhance connectivity
between Mumbai and Navi
Mumbai but also save travel
time and fuel,” Rane said. add-
ing that the service would be
integrated with the state's
larger plan to promote waler
transport across the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region.

Travellers can sail to Navi Mum airport
from Radio Club jetty in 40 minutes

Fast, green, efficient:

Why the water taxi matters

» QUICK COMMUTE:
40-minute jouney from
South Mumbai to Navi
Mumbai airport

- FASTER THAN ROAD:
To save more than 30
minutes compared to travel
via MTHL

« ECO-FRIENDLY
TRAVEL: Electric taxis cut
emissions and pollution

« DECONGESTS
ROADS: Reduces
pressure on road and rail
infrastructure

= FUEL SAVER: Lowers
dependency on private
vehidles

«SCENIC ROUTE: Dffers
a pleasant, stress-free
travel experience via
Mumbai's harbour
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